T HE IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON NANOBIOSCIENCE thank its reviewers, editorial board members, and, most importantly, its authors and readers for their support in 2017 and wish them all the best for 2018! The TRANSACTIONS reached new heights in 2017 with a record number of 206 submitted manuscripts and an impact factor of 2.771. The impact factor moves the TRANSACTIONS in the second quartile of journals in the category "Nanoscience & Nanotechnology," which is also a welcome development. The average time to first decision for manuscripts submitted in 2017 was again two months and the acceptance rate was about 40%. The papers published by the TRANSACTIONS in their 16-year history have been downloaded 60,000 times in 2017, which represents a 30% increase over the 2016 numbers.
The special On behalf of all of us, I would like to thank Dan for all his work in editing manuscripts and assisting authors and editors! We are already off to a great start with Christine, and I am convinced our authors and their manuscripts will be well taken care of by her.
While the past year brought a transition to an "online only" format, this year we will deemphasize the issues and publish only four of them in a quarterly rhythm. However, since accepted manuscripts are rapidly posted in the "Early Access" section of the website with their permanent DOI, this reduced frequency will not negatively affect the timely access to accepted manuscripts.
Secondly, we aim to publish fewer manuscripts this year in order to address a recurring problem, which is that most of our papers are being published in the second half of the year. By slowing the rate of publication for a year we hope to even out the size of the issues a little, and also further emphasize the quality of the manuscripts and their fit with the scope of the IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON NANOBIOSCIENCE.
I would like to thank the authors, the dedicated team of Associate Editors, and the many anonymous Reviewers for their dedicated support.
The IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON NANOBIOSCIENCE thanks you for your interest and is looking forward to interacting with you as reader, author and reviewer!
